AMENDMENTS 

Please amend claims 1, 9 and 17, without prejudice as follows. 
A complete list of the pending claims follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for interfacing customer premise 
equipment with a telephone network, comprising: 

an interface within the customer premise equipment that is coupled to the telephone 
network, the interface comprising a current source, wherein the current source provides a 
constant current to the customer premise equipment when a line impedance of the 
telephone network varies in a predetermined range when the customer premise equipment 
is off-hook; and 

a tip conductor and a ring conductor, both the tip line and the ring conductors are 
coupled to the interface. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the line impedance of the 
telephone network is defined by an EIA/TIA-496-A interface standard. 



3. (Original) The apparatus 
Old Telephone System (POTS) network 



claim 1, wherein the telephone network is a Plain 



4. (Original) The apparatus Df claim 1, wherein the current source includes a 



FET. 



5. (Original) The apparatus 
approximately 30mA. 



6. (Original) The apparatus 



system. 

7. (Original) The apparatus 

8. (Original) The apparatus 
pass filter. 



of claim 1, wherein the constant current is 



of claim 1, wherein the telephone network is a PBX 



of claim 1 , further comprising an off-hook relay. 



of claim 1, wherein the current source includes a low 
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9. (Currently Amended) An apparatus at a customer premise that is coupled to 
a telephone network, comprising: 
a receiver; 

an interface coupled to the receiver dnd the telephone network; 

the interface comprising a current /source, wherein the current source provides a 
constant current to the receiver when a line? impedance of the telephone network varies in a 
predetermining range when the customer premise equipment is off-hook; and 

a tip conductor and a ring conductor; both the tip conductor and the ring conductor 
are coupled to the interface. 



10. (Original) The apparatus of /claim 9, wherein the current source includes a 



FET. 



1 1 . (Original) The apparatus o^ claim 9, wherein the telephone network is a Plain 
Old Telephone Service network. 

12. (Original) The apparatus lof claim 9, wherein the line impedance of the 
telephone network is defined by an ElJVTIA-496-A interface standard. 



13. (Original) The apparatus (if claim 9, further comprising a coder/decoder. 



14. (Original) The apparatus 



15. (Original) The apparatus 



system. 



>f claim 9, wherein the receiver is a hybrid receiver. 



of claim 9, wherein the telephone network is a PBX 



of claim 9, wherein the constant current is 



16. (Original) The apparatus 
approximately 30mA. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a constant current to an 
apparatus coupled to a telephone nei work, comprising the steps of: 

connecting the apparatus att le customer premise t o a tip and a ring conductor; 
taking the apparatus off-hool ;; and 
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sinking a constant DC bias current while /off-hook, where the DC bias current is 
independent of a load seen on the tip and the ringyconductors. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17/ wherein the telephone network is a Plain 
Old Telephone Service (POTS) network. 



19. (Original) The method of claim 



System. 



7, wherein the telephone network is a PBX 



20. (Original) The method of claipi 17, wherein the DC bias current is 
approximately 30mA. 
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